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are young boys who have been bought from their parents
outright for twenty dollars: they work from twelve to
fourteen hours a day. Their only wages are their food, and
a sleeping-space in a loft above the work-room. There are
no precautions whatever against accident or injury to
health. In the accumulator factories, half the children
have already the blue line in their gums which is a symp-
tom of lead-poisoning. Few of them will survive longer
than a year or eighteen months. In scissors factories you
can see arms and legs developing chromium-holes. There
are silk-winding mills so full of steam that the fingers of
the mill-girls are white with fungus growths. If the child-
ren slacken in their work the overseers often plunge their
elbows into the boiling water as a punishment. There is a
cotton mill where the dust in the air makes T.B. almost
a certainty. Alley has had its owner into court three times
but he has always managed to square the judge. Accidents
are invariably found to be due to the carelessness of the
workers involved. There is no compensation and no in-
surance.
Before the war industrial conditions, though still very
bad, were slowly improving. Now the destruction of
so much plant has created enormous supplies of surplus
labour. (In the silk factory, for example, women's wages
have fallen from thirty to twenty cents a day.) The
Japanese, in Alley's opinion, will exploit the Shanghai
workers even more brutally than the Chinese owners have
exploited them in the past. They will flood the markets
with cheap goods and so gradually lower working-class
standards of living all over the world.
If you tire of inspecting one kind of misery there are
plenty of others. Refugee camps, for instance—triple tiers
of shelves under a straw roof. These hovels would disgrace
246

